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About the U nited Nations University (UNU)  
 
The United Nations University  (UNU) is an international community of 
scholars engaged in research, postgraduate training and dissemination of 
knowledge in furtherance of the purposes and principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations. The University seeks to contribute, through research 
and capacity developmen t, to efforts to resolve the pressing global problems 
of human survival, development and welfare that are the concern of the 
United Nations, its Peoples and Member States. UNU generates and 
transfers knowledge and strengthens capacities relevant to promoti ng 
human security and development, in particular in developing countries. 

Through its post -graduate training programmes, the University assists 
scholars to participate in research in order to increase their capability to 
contribute to the extension, applic ation and diffusion of knowledge. The 
University disseminates the knowledge in its activities to the United 
Nations and its agencies, to scholars and to the public, in order to increase 
dynamic interaction in the world -wide community of learning and resear ch. 
Headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, UNU operates through a decentralised 
system of research and training centr es and programmes around the world. 
(www.unu.edu ) 

 
About UNU -CRIS  

 
The United Nations University programme for Com parative Regional 
Integration Studies  (UNU-CRIS) is a research and training unit of the 
United Nations University, a global network of centres engaged in research 
and capacity development to support the universal goals of the UN and 
generate new knowledge and ideas. Based in Bruges, Belgium, UNU -CRIS 
specialises in the processes and consequences of regional integration and 
cooperation. It acts as a resource for the UN system  with particular links to 
the UN bodies dealing with regional integration  and works in partnership 
with initiatives and centres throughout the world that are concerned with 
issues of integration and cooperation. (www.cris.unu.edu ) 
 
The mission of UNU -CRIS is to contribute towards achieving the univers al goals 
of the UN and UNU through comparative and interdisciplinary research and 
training for better understanding of the processes and impact of intra - and inter -
regional integration. The aim is to act as a think tank that generates policy -
relevant knowl edge about new forms of governance and cooperation, and to 
contribute to capacity building on issues of integration and cooperation 
particularly in developing countries.  

UNU-CRIS receives its core funding from the Flemish Government. UNU and 
the Flemish Go vernment have signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the College of Europe that arranges an institutional collaboration between 
UNU-CRIS and the College of Europe. UNU -CRIS is located at the premises of 
Grootseminarie, the former Abbey of the Dunes in B ruges, with the support of  
the Province of West -Flanders . 

http://www.unu.edu/
http://www.cris.unu.edu/
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